phlash

http://www.soul edup.com/index303.html 03/04/2006 13:24:36

Fhil Asher is a name instantly
recognisable to supporters of
decent dance music. The man has
created over eighty of his own
productions, as well as doing remix
work on an uncountable amount of
projects. This is all on top of
regularly D1ing all over the world,
50 you could say he was kind of
busy! Born and bred in West
London, arcund the musically
enriched Ladbroke Grove, Phil's
love affair with music can be
traced back to when he was a
schoolboy.

"I've been surrounded by music
and vinyl from an early age; my
Dad worked in a record store,
bringing home all the latest
releases to me. Enterprisingly, I
would slyly slip them into my
schoolbag and take them to
school, subsequently selling them
to my friends. When anything
came out, my Dad would bring it
back to me: I had the first
Specials record, the first Electric
Light Orchestra record... He'd also
bring me little boxes of returns
and stuff. We'd sell them at school
fairs. All the other kids would be
doing Bob the Apple, and we'd be
getting these twenty seven year
old punks coming up from the
Kings Road for Clash box sets for
twenty quid a go. We knew what
was going on...!”

This steered Phil towards a life in
music, and it wasn't too long
before he found himself working in
two of London‘s most famous
record shops, Quaff and Vinyl
Solution. Phil refuses to be drawn
into pigeonholing what he plays. At
his residency at the Notting Hill
Arts Club, you can expect to hear
everything from jazz, latin, disco
and funk. Ironically, Phil‘s musical
spectrum and his anti-pigeonholing
have led to a new type of sound
very specific to West London.

*I'm part of the West London
brokenbeat scene which has been
receiving serious critical acclaim of
late...I'm a founding member of
the CO-0P club alongside Dego,
I.G Culture and Demus. This
enables us to represent and
promote the West London sound
worldwide. Last year I produced a
live-based jazz album for Chillifunk
Records with saxophonist Nathan
Haines, and I've recently finished
producing my second album, which
will appear on the French label
Versatile records”.

souledUp arranged to meet up with
Fhil, and typical of the man and
his generosity, he welcomed us
into his home and pre prod studio.
souledUp presents the first part of
a two part interview with

Phil Asher. This one
concentrates on the
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