blaze

Blaze are one of those rare artists
in this business whose music is
truly timeless. You can play their
remix of Cold Cut feat. Lisa
Stansfield’s pop dance hit "People
Hold On" today and it still sounds
as fresh as it did 16 years ago, or
their own "Can't Win for Losing"”,
and you'll find lyrics that are
forever relevant. Their catalogue
sports over a hundred and
seventy published works, making
it the largest produced by any
single entity in the genre. As
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artist and businessmen they have
worked in almost every facet of
the music business. From
producing, performing, managing,
owning and promoting clubs to
music distribution, not many can
come close to the artistry and
business of Blaze.

Josh Milan, Kevin Hedge and Chris
Herbert started writing music
together in 1984, Kevin and Chris
were childhood friends and Josh
was a member of the church Chris

attended. Chris was a vocalist
who wanted to record, Josh was a
natural musician who played with
the church choir and Kevin was a
0] who spun locally at parties
around their native Newark, M.1.
The three decided to form a
production team after Chris
introduced Josh and Kevin and
encouraged them to became a
recording group. "I don't really
remember when we agreed on
the name.” says Kevin. "It was
probably an unconscious effort to
get close to the idea of Earth,
Wind and Fire."

In the beginning the three would
meet in Kevin's bedroom for
writing sessions and that is where
they laid the foundation for what
they are now most respected -
great spiritually uplifting songs.
"Songs have always been our
main production focus.” Josh
explains "It is the lyrics and
melodies of our musical heroes
that have influenced us the
most,”
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Blaze have influences that run
from Stevie Wonder to James
Taylor to John Coltrane and
bevond. But it is the deeply
soulful melodies, their blend of
Afro, Jazz, Soul and Gospel,
added with the positive world
view in their lyrics that makes
most compare them to the legend
of Earth, Wind & Fire.

"Before it was called house it was
called club music" Kevin says. "It
was the music that our older
siblings danced to in the clubs.”
Clubs like Zanzibar and the
Faradise Garage where pounding
the Mew York metro area with a
special brand of disco. This music
was a little deeper and more edgy
than the disco that was officially
pronounced dead in 79, It was
more electronic and even more
fundamentally, R&B based.
Superstar DIs like Larry Levan
and Tony Humphries entertained
thousands of party goers weekly,
spinning this heavy NY sound.
From the late seventies to the
late eighties this was the music
that ruled the clubs and even

more importantly, the airwaves.

The trio started to develop demo
recordings in the style of the
day’s popular club music. With
"D]" Kevin at the controls, Josh
"the piano man" on the
synthesizer and the "lead vocal"
stylings of Chris, they turned out
song after song for other artists
and producers to record. Some
included "This Time" by Colonel
Abrams knock off Hunter Hayes,
"One Man" by Chanelle and
"Reachin" by Phase II (Joey
Negro). The three ultimately
signed their first record deal with
the newly formed Quark records |
in '85, producing three major club
hits of the time; "Whatcha Gonna
Do", "If You Should Need A
Friend" and "Can’'t Win For
Losing".

The Blaze socund caught the ear of
then Motown Vice-president of
A&R Timmy Regisford, who
immediately put them to work on
numerous Motown projects.
"These guys were

making productions









